[Long-term results of cardiac transplantation].
Between 1982 and 1992, 73 patients who had undergone cardiac transplantation and survived the hospital period, were followed up. The actuarial survival was 86%, 65% and 40% at 1, 5 and 7 years. The main causes of the 14 secondary deaths were infection (4), acute rejection (3) and cancer (3). Survival was complicated by acute rejection (1.07 episodes/patient), infection (0.7 episode/patient), cancer, hypertension and renal failure, graft dysfunction and other more secondary side effects. After analysing all the complications, the authors evaluated the quality of long-term survival after cardiac transplantation which allowed one patient out of two to return to normal living but with the threat of secondary graft dysfunction.